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KARADJORDJE 


A cover, with letter, written in what is thought to be one of the small paddle steamers requisitioned by 
the Germans for use as hospital ships plying the Danube River during the war. 
The unrecorded mute machine cancellation is most probably that of Vienna. 

The typewritten letter, dated 11 December 1941, makes reference to a parcel which the writer, Karl 
Stein, has posted in Vienna to the addressee, Mrs Mandler. The receipt for the parcel is also an 
enclosure of the cover. 

Lazarettschiff / Briefstempel / KARADJORDJE’ has been applied as a cachet to ensure free postage. 


en tn ee eee eget ee 


- Pelangst 


Fas Ne BN 
e N 


a aaa aaa a 


121241 n, 


A pena ae 


Frau 
Margarethe Mandler 


Klagenfurt - Nord 


Padatan <> Boi 
Heidengasse 15 


Kärnten 





GERMAN HOSPITAL SHIPS 
SECOND WORLD WAR 1939-1945 


PITEA 


Addressed to the Commander of the North Sea Naval Station, Wilhelmshaven, this cover was written in 
the small (962 BRT) German hospital ship Pitea. The Feldpost Office No. M24618 identifies the vessel. 
The 'Briefstempel’ cachet was applied to ensure free postage. 

Pitea was a cargo steamer owned by HM Gehreckens of Hamburg, launched 26 November 1902. 

She was requisitioned and converted into a hospital ship on 5 September 1940, specifically to support the 
proposed German invasion of England (Operation Seelowe). 

When the operation was cancelled Pitea was sent to Libau. 

The Soviet Union refused to recognise German hospital ships as immune from attack and in 1941 
Pitea was bombarded and severely damaged. 

She was subsequently repaired and continued in service until 28 October 1945. 
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RUGEN 


Built in 1915, Rugen was requisitioned for hospital ship duties at the beginning of the war. Although 
commissioned 25 September 1939, she was found in need of repairs. Because the repair work took so 
_long she was unable to be used for the Polish campaign. It was not until 9 April 1940 that she was ready 
for service and she was sent to Skagerrak, Kategatt and the western Baltic Sea to assist with the large 
intake of casualties resulting from heavy naval fighting there. 

For some time Rugen remained in the area as a stationary hospital ship, taking in casualties from the 
Norway campaign. 

This Feldpost cover, official Kriegsmarine stationery (embossed “KRIEGSMARINE” top L), (note mute 
machine cancel 25.5.40 of unknown origin), was addressed to the Commander of the Baltic Sea Marine 
Station at Kiel and bears Rugen’s Feldpost number, M08275, top L. 
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GLUCKAUF 


This Feldpost cover with correspondence card was written in the hospital ship Gluckauf, 
9 December 1943, whilst the vessel was in Norway, supporting German forces in the region. 

The Feldpost circular cachet, with the Feldpost number M 09001, was applied in the ship. 
Lazarettschiff Gluckauf was launched in 1913 as a cruise liner. 20 September 1939 saw her enter 
service as a hospital ship - Lazarettschiff 'F', the first small naval hospital ship (981tons), serving under 
Station N. She was decommissioned on 15 August 1946. 
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STADT PASSAU 


A Feldpost cover sent from a soldier on board the small paddle steamer Stadt Passau, 12 July 1942, 
which operated as a hospital ship on the River Danube. He has addressed it to a family member, 
and written his own military address on the back flap = Feldpost No. 29672. 
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STUBBENHUK 


A cover, with enclosed letter, sent from the German hospital ship Stubbenhuk, August 1941. 
Launched in January 1925, of 934 tons, Stubbenhuk entered service as a hospital ship 
9 September 1940, with accommodation for 63 patients. 
Note the cover has been stamped ‘Feldpost’ to ensure free postage. The mute machine 
cancellation was probably applied in Hamburg as the letter is headed ‘Hamburg’ 24 August 1941. 
She became an accommodation ship on 24 December 1944. 
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METEOR 


The Norwegian steam yacht Meteor was built in 1904 as a passenger cruise vessel. With the occupation 
of Norway by Germany there was an acute need for medical services along the Norwegian coast for the 
evacuation of wounded and sick soldiers. On 7 May 1940 the Kriegsmarine seized Meteor for use as a 
hospital ship. She was fitted out with surgical equipment and put into service in late May. In order to 
give her protection from aerial raids she was located in fjords among the mountains. Standard red cross 
markings were painted on her hull and stack. In 1942 it was intended to change her name to Rostock, as 
there was already a Meteor in KM service as a research ship. The order was subsequently cancelled due 
to resistance from the crew. She was known internally as Meteor IT. 


This cover bears the return address and circular cachet of Feldpost No. M21399 = Meteor. 
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STUTTGART 


This Field postcard was written by a Lance Corporal, noting his address as Fieldpost No. 02414/C. 
The Fieldpost number was that of the Gebirgsjager Regiment 138, a Mountain Rifle Infantry Regiment, 
part of the 3™ Mountain Division, a formation of the German Wehrmacht in Norway. 

It looks as if, at the time of writing, he was a casualty in the hospital ship Stuttgart. 

The card was addressed to Graz, 13 May 1940, where it was forwarded to Leoben three days later. 
(Note the wording on the cds of Graz: ‘Stadt der Volkserhebung'= ‘City of Uprising). 
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[The Geb. Jag. Rgt. 138 were prominent in the fighting at Narvik.] 
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BERLIN 


The Berlin was one of Hitler's KdF (Strength through Joy) cruise liners during May 1939. On 16 July 
1939 she began to be converted to a hospital ship. This was completed on 23 August and she entered 
service with the Kriegsmarine as Lazarettschiff ‘A’, Sanitatsamt Ost. 

This cover was sent from the port of Danzig (Gdansk) 16 April 1940 where Berlin had been sent to 
provide services for the newly formed 25" U-boat Flotilla, based at Libau. 

They were a training flotilla responsible for firing training. 

Shortly afterwards she moved to Norway to support the German invasion forces there. 
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